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PRESIDENT 'S PERSPECTIVE

By John Pellet

BREAT ATR GIVEAHAY

at long last, its finally time. You don't have to listen
to me hamk raffie tfickets any sore. I want to thank
everyone oul there holding one of those littls red
ciube,

dnd, as iong as 1'm thanking people, special thanks to
Jehn HcFarlen, FPresident of SHF Microcopputer Products,
inc., who caame up with the idea then graciously gave us
the grand oprize, aleng with all of our other
contributers.

Speaking of prizes, the final iist is as follpws:

ist - ATRBOOGGC fros SWP Hicrocoaputers, Inc.

7nd - Icogracks from Buickview Systeas.

3rd - The New Aladdin, $2, {fros Disk Fublicatiops, Imc.
ath - Infocom Adventure froa Computer Discoveries.

Sth - Buy 1, get 1 free coupon for the library,

ATARIFEST

Gtter pentioning the possibility of a national Atari shaw
here next vear at the last couple of meetings, evervone
seepad  interested. More  importantly, SOREOnE
voluptesred, Bill Batley is geing fo be heading wp cur
siforts. And I°11 try to get his to past status articiss
to the newsietter requiarly. He can be reached on the 51
BES almost daily or at the ssetings. Or you can call me
anvtige with ideas or cosgente. [f I'm mad at the phome,
the machine will talk to you. Since Fill voluntpered,
I'm going o iet him run it. Other local groups will be
invoived in planping as well.

My understanding is that Atari is trying to set up aboul
i chow each guarter, starting in the Fall. Faor each
show, Gfari will advance funding for costs asseciated
with the chow, and coordinate contacting and recruitipg
national narticipation fras major players in the Atari
realp.  ftari, itself, would be highly visible and
represented.  The users group would provide the manpawer
to cetup and ren the show, FErogram, dates, and so forth
would presumably be worked out amongst the interested
parties. Atari will send us details of the forerunners
as available. fAtari would sxpect that the programs and
fpps would be structured so that the show would at feast
break even. fny profits would be retained by the
SPONSCring USErS Group.

I've suggested coordinating this with a norsal User's
Forum, with Atari-related activities on Thursday and
Friday with clasees, seainars, desos, and so forth, for a
fee. Haybe tiered for members? Then a public demo room,
like Exhibit Hall &, open to Forus attendees at no charge
on Saturday. Based on conversations so far, Hay or Jupe
looks like the preferred times.

In any case, you'll hear sore as details develop.
BODD 1DEAS REAR FRUIT

In response fto those letters y'all helped stuff, we've
received the foliowing softwars for review, For the §T:

BOS demonstration disk from BOS Hatiopal, Inc.
SOLAPAK 1.1 from Solar Powered Sofiware

For the B-bit machines:

SCREENS windowing scftware from The Soft Cellar
SOUND MOUSE froa Gound Sott, Inc.

CIRGUIT DATRBASE 11 from Elfin Magic La.

SUPER 3D PLOTTER II from Elfin Magic Co.

MORE GRAPHIZS for Printshop from Pierstoréf
ACTI10N GAMES! from EIUSE Scftware

HOME INVENTGRY from EZUSE Soitware

DULZNASTER CONSTRUCTION SET from EZUSE Satftware
YEHICLE EXPENSE fros EZIUSE Software

We need reviewers for each of these. 1f vou are willing
tg write it up for the newsietter, please see Jig about
borrowing the revies copy. Rased on the letters HE VE
received, more software is on its way!

Disk Library News

Jeff has decided that maintaining both disk libraries is
too much effort (Besides, I think he likes the 8-bit
hettsri, 5o we have a new ST librarian, Larry Dineen.
Expect even more great things from each library.
Including at least a partial return to the vending area.
Stay tuned for details.

THANKS!

That's about it for this month., In September we're back
tn the sscond Saturday, so I°il see you on the i3th. BHe
sure to cose because we plan to announce some of our
spacial plans for the Christaas season.
ENTHUSIASTICALLY YOURS
JOHN PELLET




DALLAS COMPUTER COUNCIL NEWS
July 28, 1986 Meeting
By John Pellet

The Bylaws and Articles of Incorporation were still at
the lawyer's o the signing party was delayed for yet
another month. It looks like the end is in sight, and
it no major problems are found by the lasyer, we should
tinally complete this at the August DOC meeting.

DCC and the Texas Computer Education Association have
agreed te a mesorandus of understanding and are planning
a joint peeting in WNOVEMBER! They will have vendors
specializing in computers in education, nlus the 200 or
so attendees for TCEA will be attending SIG meetings
they are interested in, especially those relating to
aducation.

OCC #illed up ALL available rooss at Infomart at the
noon time siot. [f the 24 rooms available, Apple Core
has &, NT PC U has &, they use | jointly, and DALTRUB
has 3. All clubs wers asked to consider their room
utiiization at noon and the major room users have been
directed to reduce by at least i the number of rooss
they use at noon.  All other tiges are much less
crowded.  The first runner-up is | PH, shere 1B rooss
were used in July.

At the Mugust User’s Forum there will be a BES SYSOP
seeting at 9 AW, This should be of special interest,
chvigusiy, to bulletin board systes operators. SYSOPS
for  any BBS, in addition to those sponsored by
affiliates are encouraged to attend.

Alsc at the August Forus, there will be a mesting for
all newzletter editors, at 2 PH. The primary purpose of
both of these geetings are to establish an information
exchange among the affiliate users groups.

Fred Briscoll was elected as a Director representing
DALTRUG.  His knowledge and expertise, as well as
enthusiase, will be appreciated.

DL is investigating installing a phone line with
answering machine to try to answer general questions on
Council activities, plus give the current schedule, to
increase awareness for abnormal circumstances, like
eeeting on the fourth Saturday in July, or changing the
policy on minors.

The new foras for children at Informart should be filled
out by the escorting adult EACH MONTH when entering

Infomart. These forms simply identify sinors in the
building. Blank forms are available at any kiosk or
booth near the front doors. Please cooperate and fill
these cut. Infomart has been sufficiently concerned
about problems with unruly or unsafe behavior that they
have said we (DCCI aust eliminate it if we wish to
continue using their facilities.

The DCC FPresident has created an Executive Cosmittee to
advise him, to meet bimonthly. HMesbers are all DBCC
otficers plus J.  Pellet and J. Barrett. 1§ you have
ideas that will isprove the Forus, please pass thes along
one of those zbave, to your representatives, er any other
Coucil member. {DCC officers are: Pres.: 6. Gewelly VP:
B, FKauth; Sec.: L. Guion; Treas.: E.  obus)

NEW 5T DISKS

The following are new ST library disks this sonth:

#270 ST-WRITER ver. 1.#7. Fully debugged with cosplete
docusentation and several printer configuration
files,

#28: ST DESK ACCESSORIES. Including pallete, crabs,
calendar, clock, dirprint, snapshot, ttool, tipsi,
ete.

#29. TINY COLOR SLIDES. 2B great new pictures in
cospressed format, with compressor, viewer, and
docugentation,

#34:

oy

MORE TINY COLDR SLIDES.
pictures,

fis above but with different

§3

e

¢ 5T TERMINAL DISK. 5 new cospiled tersinal progr ass,
including MODEM? for the 5T.

#32: DIRECTORY OF ATARI USER BROUPS.  In ST-Writer,
dbaan, HiDBase, and Zoomracks forsats, organized by
state then city. In 2 colusn mode, ST-Writer
printout is 27+ pages.

#33; INSOFT magazime, August issue.




BOARD ACTIONS

The following actions were taken at the August 2 Board
geeting.

The +{ipal
approved.,
auay.

for the Great ATR Giveaway was
of 1f prizes are going to be given

The 87 library will now Dbe run by Larry Dineen. §7
library diske will he avaxiable dounstaxrs in the vendor
area froe about 9334 - 11 AM. Vendor area garage sales
will be open similarly. Disk cost will be %4 in the
vendor  area. Hoth libraries will continue ts be
available to mesbers ip the main meeting, starting at
about {1 AR, for only $3 per disk, This will give
non-mesbers a2 better opportunity to buy from us but
stiil let mesbers get the best possible price at the
meeting.

The f{oilowing policy was adopted, fo iry and lst
everyone know when they're membership expires in plenty
t tige to renew, without having the other club mesbers

y for zending them a newsietier afier they've expired.
twe amonths before expiration date, the newsletter
those about to expire will be a different

I be on 2 ceparate list, Go if your label

tist thiz month, check the "IT'8§ TIHE

being made to open the 8-bit to the general
4xt this plan, it ic necessary fo re-emphasize
3T BES is open ONLY to dues paying members plus
area for Aladdin users. WHe will make sure club
memhers still have reasonable access to a BES with the
increazed visibility of a public BES.

The board has noticed that some non-members have been
showing wp every month, picking up a copy of the
newsletter and so forth, withou! ever paying dues. This
means that members have been supporting these thes.

From now on,.the newsletter will cost non-seabers a buck
{311, Back issues will continue o be available at ne
cost to all.

An  AtariFest committee has been appointed consisiing of
Biil Bailey, John Pellet, & Jim Chaney, Look for
rticles in the cosing menths about news on the fair
front.

The board is looking for people interested in putting
together a Toys for Tois event this year. Alsg, it's
time to start thinking about officers. If you can help,
or want to =uggest someone else (hopefully with their
knowledgel.

{MOTE:

T

I got this poem froe a Virginia Afarian on my
travels last month. 1 really emjoyed it'...JLP)

ODE TO A COMPUTER
By John T. Ellis

I Think that 1 shall never see

a computer that's PUSER FRIERDLY® fo ee.
Can’'t we ksep it simple, please,

i

just don’t dig computerese.

411 1 want is a tool that erites,

#hy sust 1 learn about BITS and BYTERY
Or BAUDE or POKES or C.P.U.s

or BESIC or PIXELS or HAIN HEHUS?Y

Why do they call 1t s L.R.T.7
It looks liks a sgall TV to me,
find [ hope I never gef ifhe urge

to berome involved with 2 DRTA BASE MEREBE.

Although 1 understand HHEHMOHICE
why sust 1 learn about CENTRORI
I know the neaning of PARAMETER,

hut shat, pray tell, is a DELIHITER?

-
£57

mathinﬁ that speaxs of Euﬂié?&ﬁé?lﬁﬁ.

0wy ?EIT and FEMUvgﬁ ay ﬁB L7

stiy don't give a hoot
1js an ERROR in sy BOOT.

H
v sector is FREE.
: E'bE STRING,
the thing.

I guess my MODEM is out of mode,

o 1°'11 ESCAFE T0 MENU and shift to LOAD,
dnd if my MEMORY is ROH or RAN,

well, frankiy, I don't give a DAM!
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COMPUTER AND PERIPHERAL SERVICE,

tidbit

Ites: ST file ganipulation with the RIGHT aouse button

The right mouse button has a very useful if comsplstely
undocusented  function in BEH. [¢ you want to do
sosething  {anything) with a2 file in a background
{non-active) window, all the docusentation says vou pust
click on the window vou want to use. KOT SO Simply
hold down the right button while tlicking normally with
the left. You can drag file or show info about files in
any window, not just the one you're clicked on.




EPSON FY-B3 PRINTER

Reviewed by John Falliet

The Epson Fi-83 is the current model in the fasous HY-80
g the opluses of, and wide
its predscessors, and adds many new

Frobably the sajor advantage of the FI-83 is its

$-85 is very fast when cospared to competing and
1

sariier models.  This is patially due to the larger
buffer. fn 8K buffer substantially speeds throughput
compared o the older [ line buffer of the HE series.
Gnother factor is that the time reguired for linefeeds

ag spepd, The Fi-B3 is
nd and h1 g this rating
i icker than my
3 itself +aster

The 8K buffer not only increases throughput, bul means
you can dump a coupie of pages of text al pachine
speeds, without waiting.  And, presusing your machine
can generate thes fast enough, graphics operations are
alzo zided by the buffer.

printer, you'll Iike the manual

§ this is not your firs

and drcunenta y t printer, 1
think vou'll love the documentation. It is explicit,
brigf, and clear, but at the same time, full of exasples
and  descriptions, with a full index. # cosplete guick
reference card is also included.

g Fi-85 it the firct Epson “pediuvm-priced® printer
with “Near Letter Buality.” The NLE font is only
vailable at 10 cpi. HMany sisilarly pricec printers now
sg affer MLH but the Fi-8% uses an enhanced character
little recesbiance to the normal dot
utput,

the FY-85 has a graphics versatility
san in any coaparable printer. The FX-83 has
; modes, ranging from &0 to 240 dots per
inch, with & specific escape code calling each one. The
Fi-BS permits the user to reassign the escape codes
aseociated with a specific graphic mede. If you have a
piece of software that calls, for exasple, 2 120 dpi
gode, with the FI-85 you can reroute this to any ot the
other sodes. This changes the aspect ratic and density

ot the finished graphic. This feature adds versatility
to your existing software library.

While not important to me, the FX-83 can zlso fully and
cospletely emulate the IBN printer codes, characters, and

graphics.

fs a final plus, Epson has a hard-earned reputation for
guality and reliability that other manufacturers envy.

But any product has areas where improvesent is possible.

in general, dot matrix printers are noisy. The Fi-B5 is

definitely HOT an exception to the rule.

Every Epson I've seen suffers from poor quality in the
draft mode, plus a tendency toward gray, rather than
black text., The FY-B% iz also not different in this

respect,
§L@  is  anly available at 10 cpi. Host business
correspondence, in Ay experience, is normally 12 opl. I

Ly}
anly one pitch were going to be supported, I think
picked the wrong one. But competitive printers su
the same flaw,

fne of the major failings of the FI-8% is that frue
tractor feed is not a =tandard. ?h basic printer is
supplied with pin feed and friction feed only. fractor
fepd is a3 weil-integrated, inexpensive option. I you

plan to print labels or post ca'dsi you'll need it!

find, finally, price. The Epson Fi-83 seeas to be priced
at abput $50 to $100 shove many of its competiters. Hhen
you add in the extra cost of tractor feed, the difference
can be significant.

in SUBRArY, the FI-B5 offerc advantages  and
disadvantages. You must decide if its particular pluses
are what you need, I've had mine for almost a year and
certainly never regrefed the purchass.

The Epson Fi-83 is available from several local dealers
for under $400.




dBNAN: a relational database for the ST
Reviewsd hy Tim Ekdoa
Doanloaded from Coapuserve W.U.N.

dBMAN is an Atari translation of a dBase II[-like
database program on the IBM PC, published by VersaSoft.
dBAN is not an exact clone of dBase 111, but if you are
tamiliar with dBase 111, vyou should be able to jump
right into dBMAN with no probless. Many of its commands
and syntax are identical and its capabilities are
siailar.

For those not familiar wmith dBase I1I, dERAN is a
relational database. This means multiple databases may
be in use at the same time and information in one
database may bhe linked to information in another
database. {0f course, it can alsc be used for sigple
"index  file" databases.) dEMAN iz a totally
commang-driven systes. It has no menus. This means you
enter comeands interactively, just like BASIC. This is
sore of & challenge for the new user, but ultisately
provides such more power and flesibility. In dBNEN's
interactive mode, the top five lines of the screen are
reserved  for  your commands, systes messages, and
contrel-key prospts, The rest of the screen is raservag
for data display, This is much nicer than dBase I[1's
scrolling dot prospt.  The prompt line displays a
selection of the appropriate control keys to press,
depending on the current aperation. You can write your
oun custom application prograss by entering commands and
functions troa dBHAN's programeing language into 3
commend  file which dEMAN evecutes just like BASIC,
These  command files can be debugged and edited
Interactively, after a fashion, thoush not so easily as
BASIC. Comsand files cant

nagpe of the file at the TO8-T:

{Ur don't enter anything to -

dBHAN uses its cun format for

esport to and isport fros

length or delimited formats.

[ have not used dRMAN Wi
cannot  report with author:
Sorting does appear to be
sorts by writing the sorte
would be much faster on
maintain a large database
changes, and deletes, you'd
up an index file so you d
database. Indexing is auc
comsand files, dBMAN's perfor
on.a par with BASIC. DO
separate command files, sl

This; too, would work better

procedure file is read.
with a hard disk.

There are a few quirks. The only thing I've found that
may be an outright bug happens only when using the
nonochroge monitor. At tises, parts of the control-key
proapt line disappear and can only be restored by
re-booting. This seems to be a timing problem between
pressing certains keys in rapid sequence while that
portion of the screen is being re-drawn. In any rase,
it's only annoying and dossn’t affact operation. Another
problem involves syntax errors in IF/ENDIF statements in
copmand files. If there is a syntay error in a statesent
within the IF/ENDIF, the interpreter seess to get iost
and gets stuck in an error message loop. If the outside
ERDIF  is missing, it crashes, Bleo, if you are
single-stepping through a command file in debugging mode,
IF statements don’t branch properly. Finally, dBMAN will
not work with a RAM disk installed. 1 ope is, you get
kicked back to the desktop. dBMAN likes to use a lot of
memory.  You amust have TOS is ROM, You may have limits
on how large your desk accessories can be. {Sorry, you
tan't use thes frosm withing dBMAN. This is not a GEM
application.)

dBMAN 1c probably the aost powerful and flexible database
available for the ST today. (There iz another dBase 111
clone advertised - Holmes and Duckworth Base, but word on
CompuServe is that Mirage Concepts has gone out of
business.! dBHAN does need study and practice to becose
easy to use. VersaSoft provides support, but asks for a
fee of $25. The program disk is not copy-protected. The
license agresment peraits five copies to be used on a
single computer. On-line help messages and comgand-key
sumpsries are available with the appropriate files an
disk. The manwal is thick, but has to cover so much
. 15 somewhat cryptic. {1 needed to buy 2

to figure out how to create a report

he tutorial in the eanual covers only the

ions. {There iz a disk tutorial that

the same ground.) But for the price, $150

res point for point with $500 prograss on

B Next Meeting o
i Saturday, L
¥ Seplenber 13th e



T"he Computer Hamdymar
by J. Pazienza

Does your stack of printer feed paver twist it’s way thru a saze to get to vour printer? Does it reguire the
dexterity of a carnival rubber san to change your paper? Hell your troubles will be & thing of the past after
vou've constructed this sisple and inexpensive fromt loading printer stand. Sisply purchase a 7 1/16 x 14 x 9 1/4
“Storacesate® modular plastic storage bin and cut out the back side webbing as shown. Turn it upside down and
presto an instant front loading printer stand for 2 to 4 dollars. The same unit can also be used as a low cost
sonitor stand for a I3 inch or smaller TV desending on the weight.

Turn over

The following is a reprint from the September, 1985 issue of
‘Feedhack’, Adelaide Atari Computer Club, South Australia,




DETACHED KEYBOARD FOR THE ST

By Larry Dineen

I have built a detached keyboard for the 87! It uses the
original ST  keyboard, original keyboard top cover
{bearing the Atari 52857 logo), and 2 few {new, but
surplus) parts. Hardly any electronics experience needed
for this project. Most of it depends on how well you can
construct an enclosure for the keybeard.

To  me, the whole thing looks much classier: the
plexiglass 1 bought was dark satin brown, and it
contrasts perfectly with the 875 native coler.

Se far, it has been in daily use for about 5 weeks
without any problems. The coiled chord from the keyboard
plugs into the "smain” hox, the mouse {and the joystick,
when we have some need for it) plugis) into the keyboard
housing. I need be, it can be reassembled ipto the way
it originally was, except for the saw cut made along the
deep groove you find running along the entire width above
the function keys and the 52857 logo.

" CONNECTIONS

The keybeard plugs into the main board using an 18-pin
connector {312},

These pins are numbered { through 18, one starting at the
bottea (closest to the kevboardl. Only five of these
need go to the boardi of the remaining 13 pins, one is 2
keyway {"pin” 7 which is absent!, pin 18 is unconnected,
and eleven send/receive signals from the mouse/joystick
poris:

Mouse J12 doystickl Ji2

ip/ 48
dn/iA

1 12 up

2 8 dn
t/va 3 g left
rt/YE 4 8  right
= 3 N/C  reservd
fire/lt & i fire
+3V 7 13+
ground @ i ground
fire/rt 9 5 -

pote

~O gy o G g L g e
=

o, oot

T oo G Qe b G B

The main reasons I moved the DB-95 to the keyboard were:
{1) T could not find a coiled chord with 14 conductors (]
tan’t stand external ribbon cables) and (ii) I felt the
mouse and keyboard should be close.

16 reset {generated on the main board)
13 Tx Data {of UZl 6858 ACIA)
14 Rx Data {of U21 4838 ACIA)
13 +5Y
! ground

Parts List

toiled chord of sufficient length, min 5 conductors
3- or &-pin DIN socket and plug

2 DB-9e

{ 18-pin for 18) plug #.1in pin separation

I 18-pin socket (can use up to Z¥-pin socket)
and some strap pleniglass sheets.

CONSTRUCTIOM

Most of it is thie “box* smaking with a few solder
connections as indicated sbove. To instruct how to do
the construction is so tedious that I ae going to suggest
the very cbvious: Open up your ST, and carefully examine
it until you discover your own way of doing it. Two
cautionary remarks, however: the plexiglass enclosure
should be constructed with precision. My wood working
imprecision made me ruin a couple of panels before I got
everything accurate to within a milliseter! And the edges
should bBe real straight. Underneath the keyboard are a
few chipsi amake sure you allow for them and do not aake
the kevboard rest physically on these.

Have fun!

SUPPORT BAL-ALE,




Ed Ware

The ist Mams In Atari 5T Line Software.
) Custom Software Designed to your MNeeds.
We Are Authorized Dealers For Hippopotamus Software Inc,.
We Carrvy:

Item No. | Description : Ed Ware | Retail

: (P . Hippo Vision BfW Video Digitizer..... £115.00

P vwnmis Hippo Sound Digitizer (M/AY..c.oca.a-. $115.00

Few-e.. Hippo Word (Merge Pictures % Textl)... 257.25

A naenas Hippo Concept {Concept Processorl.... £59.95

S rnn-. Softworks Basic (Compilerlt.c-ccscenseas F465. 00
&.vwe-- Ed Ware Simple Bass (Data Basel...... $15.00
FTimeamnn Atari S208T Color Monitor % S5DD..... $750.00

8. suwan . Custom Software (Depends on MNeeds)... Call

B Hippo Vision Color Digitizer.....-.... Comming Soono

{0.c.ee. Silent Service (MicroproS8lescesscacas $397.75 RS

For Additional Information on above of Products ! Call
fny Time Between B8:00 AM and 8: 00 PM Central Time At:

1—-{214)-328-8571
Make Checks Payable To : Ed Ware

fAddiress:
240G Hillburn Dr.
Dallas,Tx 79217

Our Motto is:" IFf we can bring you a BQuality FProduct at a low
price we are Happz."
all Software Updates Come from Us ( Not he Manufacturer)
to save you time and trouble!!!

Thank You For Drdering From Ed Ware




A-CALC: a BEM spreadsheet for the 57
Reviewed by Tim Ekdoa
lownloaded from Coapuserve W.U.H,

A-Calc is a light-duty spreadsheet imported froa England
and published by Antic Publishing. A-Calc does not have
macros or report-gensrating capabilities and its size ic
rather saali, but it does have a very nice and thorough
implementation of the GEM user interface. Its maximum
size is 317 cells high by 25 cells wide. Fach cell
takes 2 minimum of 10 bytes of memory.

When you first ren A-Calc, vyou are presented with a
window open to an empty spreadsheet and several irons an
the desktop.  You can begin entering data and formulas
into the nes spreadsheet by pointing and clicking on the
desired cells. Each time you begin tvping in a cell, an
edit window opens. You seisct whether your entry is a
tormula, @ value, or text. The edit window can be a
little annoying if it happens to open up right aver the
part of the spreadshest you're working in. You have to
take 2 couple seconds to drag it to a different
location. Cells can be duplicatec across rows or down
coluans by peinting, clicking, and dragging. # dialog
box cpens to ask the range of the desired duplication
and whether forsula cell references need to be adjusted.
Fows, colusns, and cells can be easily inserted or
deleted and colusn widths can be adjusted just by
dragging. A group of cells can be treated as a block,
ainting clicking on 2 cell shows you its contents,

ating and

Spreadsheets can be loaded sither by menu or by dragging

the disk icon over the spreadshest icaon. My personal

"opinion is that the icons are redundant, since they
don't perfors any operations that aren’t included in the
genus.  However, they really don't get in the way,
A-Calc uses its own format for spreadshest files, but it
can load and save files in DIF format.

In addition to a full cosplement of math operators and
functions, @#-Calc has several additional features,

"Switches" such  as display of cell status, cell
protection, automatic recalculation, numerical display,
text display, etc. can be reset under the “Options®
gent. A "Bplit” option opens up 2 second window. This
is handy for displaying row labels in one window while
scrolling across the spreadsheet in the other window. A
"View" option selects a smaller character font and
displays more of the spreadsheet in the open window,

Strangely, with this option selected, it displays more
with the medium resolution color monitor in use than
with this option on the monochrose monitor.

Printing capabilities are lisited to printing the
spreadsheet and the formulas in the cells. Sideways
printing is not supported, so if the spreadsheet wigth
exceeds printer width, the resainder is printed on the
next page. You can alter the printer configuration file
to print in condensed mode to get more of the sheet on
one  page. Also, you ctan create your omn printer
contiguration file for non-supported printers if you know
the appropriate control codes. There it a sub-progras
which creates/edits the configuration file.

In  susmary, A-Calc works well within its limited
capabilities. 1 could not get the progras to crash once.
It appears to have been well thought out and evidences
craftsmanship  in  its prograsming, If you need a
light-duty spreadshest and enjoy working with the GEM
interface, you will probably be pleased with f-Calc.
There iz no tutorial program and the documentation is
quite sparse, but you don't really need much for a GEW
program.  There is no explanation of error messages, and
I did get one, but eventually figured ocut on @y own that
I needed to increase the cell width for my long foraula,
I you already know a little about spreadsheste, A-Calc
is easy te get up and running without getting bogged down
in  the documentation. The program disk is ot
copy-protected.

JHHHHOREHEHEHAHHOREHERHO0N
% SUPPORT YOUR NEWSLETTER, *
% RRITE AN ARTICLE!!!tinnn ¢
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Hini Review of EYPRESS (@34 Version 2.1
By Fon Hunter

Well, I said [ would review Express 1838. So here it is.
There are many things which a good terainal program must
be and many things which it sust not be. Express has
most of the good and little or none of the had,

Exprecs 1838 was written hy Keith Ledbetter aof the
freater FRichmond Atari  Support Group (BRASP) and
generously contributed to the Public Domain. In the
beginning, it can be leaded +from DOS HENU or as an
AUTORUN.SYS  file. It contains iis own RE-232 driver
program.  Express 1838 Y2.1 contains the driver from the
{MI#! package. This driver corrects some of the probless
of the driver in the 1838 ROM. The progras loads, allows

g user to configure it as te color, default disk drive,
redial tise, translation, dupler sode, tone/pulse
zling, and left smargin.

di A1l of these settings can be
saved in & cesfiguration file and will  load
automatically. Comglete DOS funciions, directery,
renage, delete, copy, lock, unleck, view file, and print

are supported from the main senu which is available at
any tise by pressing SELECT. The progras works well with
WDOS and a 192K RAMDISK as well as Atari DOS 2.9 and
7.5, There 1is a buffer of abput 4K which ran be loaded,
saved, viewed, or uploaded or deleted.

"

nere it an autodial list senu.

T From this meny, vou can
dial, redial, dial

a group of marked entries, add

ntries, edit entries, delete entries, view entries, and
zave or load lists. Each entry can contain a nase such
ac DAL-RCE 1, 2 phone number, with autosatic dialing of

long distance access codes, three macros usually used for
a . 2 time to wait for connection before
ing, and an indicator of ASCID or ATASCII
slaticn mode. The program will lead a list if 1t is
naged PHONE.LST. fny nusber of lists may be saved on
dick and loaded from the autodial menu.

Eupress 1838 has a display at the top of the screen which
indicates the time online, the translation mode, and the
hutfer inforpation.

Express it written in ACTION! and compiled. It is very
fast and smooth, The program cupports upload and
dounload in both YON/YOFF and imodes {fmodem). 1 have
had very little trouble uploading or downloading from
igcal bulletin beards, STRRTEXT, or BEnie. 1 was not
able to downlead from BYTE Listings because they do not
stop sending when the buffer fills and must be written

Now for the few shortcomings, Express does not have word
wrap. It does not fine scroll. The view file operation
is hard to use. The buffer is small. It does not have
an input edit feature {useful on CompuServe and GEnie for
conferencing!.

In suspary, Express 1838 V2.1 is not the perfect teraminal
progras but ie the closest thing to that ideal I have
found. It is fast, smooth, convenient, and friendly. 1
have faodem 7.2 on the other side of the same disk but
almost never use it. If the progras would do word wrap
and had an input editor, [ would not even want for
anything else. O a scale of 1-1#, I give it an 8.5

Hometerg Hini-review
by Bill Sheppard

Hometers, published by Batieries Included as part of the
Homepak series, seems to be one of those pleces of
software which vyou either love or hate. It isa
full-featured terminal progras, compatible with any
ftari-made smodes, anv eodem using the B34 interface, and
the HPP godems when used with a public domain driver
available on DaL-ACE and elcewhere.

Hometerm works well with both local BBS's and natiopal
an-line services. It has & limited vidtex option for use
4ith Compuserve, and uses standard Ymodem {as opposed to
Raodes-style Ymodem, which will not work with soee
national and non-Akari boards.) It requires 48K, and iz
not copy-protected, allowing it to be customized with
another public domain file, also available on BAL-ALCE,
Cuctomization ronsiste sainly of character font, colors,
and  several technical parameters needed by certain
boards,




Some featurez present in Hometerm not often found in The major dislikes 1 have with Hoseterm are ifs seall
public domain terainals include: buffer {must write to disk after each 7226 bytes, and I'a
told is lisited to 253 sector downloads with Ymodes),
Hord wrap. father than breaking a word between tuwao inability to dial when used with HPP modems, and lack of
lines, Hometeras will move the whole word to the next 2 screen save {although Searterminal is the only tersinal
line, similar to how a word processor operates. software I've seen with this feature.) I'p iold that
there 1is an undocumented joystick ability but I have not
Edit window. When using CB on Cospuserve, or Partyline experigented with this,
on Peoplelink, you can have a separate window open where
you can type your response, edit it to make sure it's In cummary, Hometers is a well-written, full-featured
correct, and then upon pressing RETURN, Hometerm will terminal program for use with all popular Atari sodess.
send the entire message, However, unless using an on-line service which does not
work well with public domain prograss, there really isn’t
enough reason to justify the $34,95 expense when there
are many free full-featured termipal prograss available
{although for your money you will also receive a very

) ) o i ) adequate word processor and a questionable database
Other  features include dialing functions on Atari manager!.

833/1938/4M381 wmodems, elapsed time clock, all disk
functions including copy file, and double-density
aperation {the only double-density D05 I've been able to
use has been Spartallds.)

R YOURSELF oment b
., ; equil 4
...... with Classic Covers. - tgmgl;ﬂg:;cgg;ed

dust and spills.

Macros.  Hometerm will allow up to ten macros per file,
which can do the entire log-on sequence, including
dialing and pauses.

OUR COVERS ARE MADE OF BRowN & NAUGAHYDE wircy Ts
EASY TO CLEAN AND STATIC-RESISTANT TO PROTECT YOUR
EQUIPMENT AND YOURSELF FROM UNPLEASANT AND DAMAGING SHOCKS.

JI\ ATARI 20127 1027 Printer $9.99 CLASSIC
0137 130XE Computer 9.50
40147 520ST Computer 10.60 COVERS
20017 CX 2600 $7.99 40157 SF354 Disk Drive 9.99
20027 5200 7.99 L0167 SF354 D.D.(Stacked) 11.20 PROTECTIVE COVER
40017 400 Computer 7.99 L0177 SC1224 Monitor 17.50
40027 410 Recorder 7.99 40187 SMi2h Monitor 17.50
40037 800 Computer 7.99 40907 600XL System Pack 17.20
Look7 810 Disk Drive 7.99 (600XL & 1010)
40057 1200XL Computer 7.99 40917 800XL System Pack 15.99
40067 825 Printer 7.99 (800XL & 1050)
40077 1010 Recorder 7.99 L0927 520ST System Pack 39.99
20087 é025 Printer 7.99 (520ST, 354 D.D.,
0097 600XL Computer 7.99 122l Mon.& Mouse)
50107 1050 Disk Drive 7.99 L0937 65XE Computer 9.50 c';:\ E glthOOVERS
40117 800XL Computer 7.99 14097 104OST Computer 11.99 Pl?ovoouUt a}315846ngt
REPATRS AND DOWN-TIME WASTE YOUR VALUABLE TIVE AND MONEY!@ = (801) 377-2272
Please add $3.00 freight and handling and #x Mention this ad and receive

order now by check,money order, or C.0.D. 10% off!



DIRECTORY of

ATAR] FEDERATION USER GROUP
£/0 Computer Stop, 3421 8, 15t
fbilene, TH 79405

Meetings: 2nd SAT

NORTH TEXAS ATARI COMPUTER TEAH
P.0. Box 170911

Arlington, TY 76014

Meetings: 1st SUM 12:30PM

AUSTIN ACE
8207 Briarwood Lane
Austin, TY 78758

GOLDEN TRIANGLE A.U.6.

522 Fais
Beaumont, TY 77703

HEART OF TEXAS ATARI INFO RESOURCE
F.0. Box 131
Chilton, T¥ 76432

BRAZOS COUNTY ATARI UBERS® SDCIETY
1218 G, Dexter Dr.

College Station, TX 77844
Meetings: lst WED 7FM

COMPUTERS ARE FOR EVERYORE
2307 Husket Trail
Cypress, T4 77429
Heetings: 3rd THURE, 7:30PH

ATARI 57 USER GROWP
40 Hillburn Dr
Dallas, TY 75217

SUN METRO 4.U.6.
Pp Bboy 370525
El Paso, TX 79937

THE "#" TEAH
402 Blue Flag Lane
Ft. dorth, T% 75137

H.A.U.6.
427 Cherrvbank
Houston, T& 77079

HOUSTON ACE
P.0. Box 562
katy, TX 77449

TEXAS ATARI COMPUTER ENTHUSIASTS
JULY 1986

LUBBOCK ATARI COWPUTER ENTHUSIASTS
4501 615t St
Lubbock, TY 79414

HIDLAND WICROCOMFUTER AGSOCIATION
4400 Huable #ve
Midland, T% 79703

PASADENG ATRRI COMPUTER CLUB
3317 Hays
Fasadena, TY 77033

DAL-ACE

P.0. Box 831872
Richardson, TY 73085-1872
Meetings: 2nd 5AT MOON

SAM RNGELD ACE
2315 Greenwood Dr
8an Angelo, TX 75901

4LAMD AREA ATARI USERS' ASSOCIATION
3203 Coral Grove Drive
Ban fntonic, TY 78247

GAN MARCOS ATARI COMPUTER CLUB
113 M. Johnson évenue
San Marcos, 11 78Bb6é

10 PH (PROGRAMMING MASTERS)
F.0. Box 92924
Sputhlake, Ti 74092

TEMPLE ALE
3202 Las Cruces Drive
Temple, T 78302
Heetings: 1st TUES 7:30PH

HOODLANDS ATARI COWP. ORE.
47 Wedgewood Torest Dr
The Hoodlands, TX 77381

RANDOLF AREA ATARI USERS® GROUP
P.0. Box 2611
Universal City, T 78148

HEART OF TEXAS ACE
B1003-2 Travis fve
West Fort Wood, TX 76344
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NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS

Subeissions are WELCOME in AMY form. It is extresely
helpful if all subsissions conform to this format:

Condenced print (16 to 17 CPI).

Column width of 56 characters {3 7/14 inches).

Page length of 9 inches (54 lines B & LPI).

Right and left margine justified for text.
11 subaissions chould be given to one of the staff abaove
or brought te the preduction meeting both printed cut and
on a DOS or TOS disk.

DAL-ACE CALENDAR

—_—— e

Here is the current schedule of upcoming DAL-ACE events.

Saturday, August 3@
Saturday, September 13
Saturday, Septesber 27
Saturday, October i

Newsletter Production Htg
Hain Heeting
Newsletter Praduction Hitg
HMain Heeting

Newsietter production aeetings are usually held at { P
on the Saturday two weeks before the reguiar meeting date
at Jim Charey’s house, 715 E. Berkley in Richardson,

Hain Meeting dates that are aore than 98 days ahead of
tise are tentative. The Infomart reserves the right ts
thange the dates, so check the newsletter for the latest
schedule.

INFOMART DIRECTIONS

From north Dallas, take either Stessons (I-35E) or the
Dallas MNorth Tollway SOUTH. Fros Steamons, take the Dak

left just after you go under Stemmons. If you're using
the tolluway, exit right on Wycliff, go left on Harry
Hines to Oak Lawn and turn right. Infomart will be on
your right. From the south, take Stemmons north then
follow above. Infomart is the big white steel and glass
Building south of the other “marts. The main entrance

Lawn exit, turn east (left) and park at Infomart, op the :

faces Stemsons. Guests are WELCOME!!

#4% MEETING INFORMATION AND AGENDA s#

1883 - 18:38 NEWSLETTER EXCHANGE SIB
11364 - 12:69 CLUB GALES
t1i68 - 11:36 NEW ATARI USERS
11238 - 12:89 REMBERSHIP SIBNUP &
NEWSLETTER DISTRIBUTION
12:8¢ - Z:68 8-RIT DEHOS
BUSINESS HEETING
OTHER DEMONSTRATIONS

1:88 - 7:3¢ CLUR SALES
2:88 - 4:89 ADYENTURE 516

57 S15

Heeting rooms and additional inforeation will be posted
on the cchedules at the smain entrance, and the main
kissk, which will be manned from 9pH to 4PH.
Disk-of-the-sonth and garage sales will be in the main
meeting room.  Vendor sales will take place in the
basegent,

HEMSLETTER ADVERTISEMENIS

Perconal sale ade are free to current geabers

COMMERCIAL RATES:
Full page ¢7 172" Hby 9% V) ......... $35
Half page (7 1/2° Hby 4 1/4° ¥ ..... $23
HBuarter page {3 1/2° H by 4 1/4° V) .. $15
 Long ters contracts are available ¢
# at reduced cost, *

Ads sust be camera ready. Copy sust be received PRIOR T0
the production seeting date at left. Hail copy to
DAL-ACE Newsletter, P.0. Box 851872, Richardson, Texas,
75885-187Z (OR contact the fidvertising Manager listed at
left, Copy received after the deadline will e run the
tollowing month.  For contract advertizers, if no new
copy is received by the deadline then the most current ad
will be re-run.

B3#¢ DIGCLATHER #xes

The material in this newsletter reflects the opinions of
the authors. Opposing opinions are solicited, Unless
atherwise stated, this material is NOT copyrighted and no
rightc are reserved. The purpose of the newsletter is to
present information for your concideration, Neither the
editor nor DAL-ACE eake any claies for the validity or
usefulness of this material, The reader is the final
judge of any product or advice presented. DJB




DAL-ACE OFFICERS

PRESIDENT JOHN PELLET 732-3175
VICE-PRESIDERT o UGCHONE - 231-4487
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RICHARDSON, TEXAS 75085-1872

DAL-ACE
Dillas Atari Computer Enthusiasts

DAL-ACE iz an independent, user education group
not affiliated with the ATARI, Corporation.
This is the official nessletter of DAL-ACE and
i5 intended for the education of its meabers as
well as for the dissemination of information
ahout Atari cosputer products.

DAL-ACE membership is $15.00 per year. This
newsletter is written, edited, and published by
volunteers. Its  availability and/or
distribution may, at tiaes, be subject to
circumstances beyond the control of club
oificers. Members will note that their renewal
date appears on their address label.

Gther computer user groups may obtain copies of
this newsletter on an exchange basis.

ALL  HATERIAL I¥  THIS NEWSLETTER MAY BE
REPRINTED IN ANY FORM, PROVIDED THAT DAL-ACE
AND THE AUTHOR, IF AFPLICABLE, ARE GIVE

CREDIT.  LIKEWISE, PORTIONS OF THIS NEWSLETTER
ARE REPRINTED FROM OTHER NEWSLETTERS AND ARE 50
KGTEL,
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